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INTRODUCTION 


A search on our library shelves reveals an amazing mass of data concerning 
the trade-mark, practically all of which treats of the legal side of the subject, while 
such an important feature as design is ignored almost entirely. @{ Always it is 
the arrangement of form, the carefully conceived units of design that make the 
distinctive emblem or device that is to secure identity for that which it represents. 
cA distinguishing mark is so increasingly important to a modern business that 
careful thought should be given the selection of its elements, and skill and taste 
exercised in the decorative treatment. A good trade-mark is frequently a gradual 
evolution. The trade-mark, often, influences the appearance of the product, the 
printed matter and much of the advertising of its owner. @{ Simplicity is the 
keynote of a good mark.Whatever form is used should be so simple in elements 
and execution that its poster quality will establish a definite and sustained impres- 
sion; a form that will not lose its essential features no matter how small it may 
be. Flexibility, the ready adjustment to new conditions or requirements is next 
in importance, in order that a mark may be executed in metals, fabrics, electric 
signs, transparencies and the like, in addition to being rendered in line, tone and 
various color schemes and sizes for many printing processes. @{ A device or em- 
blem is generally more impressive and individual when its form is not controlled 
by the circle, square, diamond, triangle or other such usual shapes. An irregular 
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shaped mark, determined by the object, registers a much quicker and more lasting 
impression. A reference to the Fisher Body mark and that of McCutcheon’s will 
illustrate this point. The Fisher mark, beautiful as it is, would be more individual 
and distinctive if the rectangular frame were omitted. @ Of similar interest is the 
use of objects or abstract forms in preference to the usual trade names, firm names 
or slogans. Not only do these obtain better design arrangements, but they speak 
a universal language when used on goods destined for foreign countries where 
the American name or phrase would be practically meaningless. @{ For the most 
part, our national advertisers use marks, that may have distinctive features, but 
which are frequently so devoid of design merit as to be positively ugly; conse- 
quently the majority of designs here reproduced are those of less well known or- 
ganizations and individuals. &{ Too many of our marks which possess uncommon 
merit are borrowed or adapted from European examples. Especially is this notice- 
able in those used by some of our printers and publishers. @&{ Noteworthy and 
delightful trade devices by such designers as W. A. Dwiggins, Harvey Hopkins 
Dunn, T. M. Cleland, C. B. Falls, Edward Penfield, René Clarke and others, relieve — 
the dull level of the vast field of American trade marks. ®{(Whenever it has been 
possible to secure authentic information, the name of the designer has been given. 
Frequently, the idea for a trade-mark was suggested by one man and executed by 
several, or vice-versa. &{ While this does not attempt to be a technical book on 
trade-mark designing, it does present a comprehensive range of contemporary 
design examples from the many thousands of available marks. Its purpose is to 
show marks that have ornamental significance as well as characteristic trade value, 
with the hope that it will prove a worthy influence in the creation of new marks 
and in the adaptation of old ones. (The making of this book was possible only 
through the co-operation of designers and owners of the various marks. And al- 
though it would be impractical to attempt acknowledgment to each individual or 
group, special mention should be made of indebtedness to Mr. Alfred A. Knopf, 
and to Mr. Elmer Adler of the Pynson Printers. The generous assistance of the 
Beck Engraving Co., the Japan Paper Company and the E. C. Lewis Co. con- 
tributed much to the successful completion of the work. The compiler desires to 
express to all of these his grateful appreciation. 
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The White Company 
The White Elephant 


The Roger Williams Company 


Wills Sainte Claire, Inc. 


Lucian Bernhard 
Barry Faulkner 


Lester Douglas 

Garth Jones 

George W. Ford 
Alfred M. Remington 


Harold Von Schmidt 
B. D. Horton 


Alfred Galpin 
Walter Peters 


Charles Little and 
W. D. Teague 
J. G. Summers 


John Mowbray-Clarke 


Frederic W. Goudy 


René Clarke 


W.R. DeLappe 


Alton C. Painter 


Hans Flato 


Ella Brison Troutmann 


Thomas A. Sindelar 


Rockwell Kent 


W. A. Dwiggins 
Nelson Amsden 
Wilfred O. Floing 
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